
Bristol Indiana Town Meeting Report– January 15, 2009 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, February 19 at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall 

January meeting called to order - on Jan. 15, 2009.  
All four Council members were in attendance. Also attending were Town Manager  
Bill Wuthrich, and Town Attorney Glenn Duncan.  And Mary Ryman, Town Clerk  
Minutes were approved for December, and printed meeting notes were available. 
 
Police Report by Marshal Mike Swallow: 
Statistics report -  Calls for Service: 617; Traffic Enforcement: Citations: 25;  
Traffic Warnings: 78;  Property Damage Accidents: 14; and Personal Injury: 0;  
Fatal:  0.  Abandoned/Junk Vehicles: Tagged: 0; Fixed or Removed: 0; Impounded: 0.  
Cases closed by Arrest: 11  ; Cases Taken in December: 33.  
 
Officers worked special patrols (OPO) Operation Pull Over and Dangerous 
driving. The patrol paid by grants and efforts are intended to encourage, 
Educate and enforce the use of safety restraints. We also remind everyone to 
Clean all windows of snow and ice prior to driving. Remember to slow and drive  
Cautiously on the snow and ice covered roads. Remember bridges and overpasses 
Freeze first. 
 
During December, a total 36 cases were worked. There were 22 criminal arrests, 
8 warrant services and 3 body attachments arrests as well. There have been  
fradulent letters received from people claiming town residences are winners 
in different false lotteries. Be cautious. If it looks too good to be true, it 
probably is. There are many scams and different types of identify theft. Don’t 
give important information out, especially over the phone or computer if you’re 
not on a safe or know website. 
 
Be watchful for viruses through the internet and emails; just like other security 
Issues, be sure you know whom you are dealing with prior to giving out any personal 
Information. 
 
Events: 
Dec. 6 – Members volunteered to assist with collection of Toys for Tots 
Programs, sponsored by the United States Marines. 
 
Dec. 10 – Presentation at noon luncheon on identity theft and ways to protect 
Yourself. 
 
Dec. 13-14 – Members of Posse, Reserves and full time volunteers helped with 
Toys for Tots distribution. 
 
Dec. 15 – Annual Shop with a cop. This was a record year with 55 families taking 
Part through Goshen F.O.P, Sheriff’s Dept., Goshen Police, Wakarusa Police, 
Nappanee Police, Millersburg Police and 19 officers from Bristol. 
 
We continue to meet with all agencies and the Prosecutor’s Office in information 
Sharing. 
 
We are still active in monthly TRIAD meetings, a collective effort between 
American Association of Retired Persons, senior citizens and law enforcement. 
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Update on Gerald, the local homeless person, he is being released from a nursing 
Home later in the week, and various persons have donated clothing and other 
Items that were destroyed.  They are helping to have him find a place to stay 
At least during the winter months.  He has been a fixture around Bristol, and 
Many people are involved in trying to help him out. 
 
Note on year statistics: Many crime areas are down at the end of the year, 
Over the previous year. 
 
Audience Items:  
 
Lyle Ryman of the Bristol Business Group showed the council the latest 
Planned  Bristol ad for the amish acres publication.  He asked the Town 
Council to donate $1,000 toward the ad.  He shared with the council the 
Plans for bringing awareness of bristol to the greater community. 
 
Town Manager Report:   
There have been some weather related issues, but things seem to be going 
Well, aside from some equipment problems.  Have used half the salt so far 
And have ordered more.  They are mixing more sand into the salt.  Their supplier 
Is not taking any additional orders, but he feels they will be ok if they are 
Cautious in the use of the salt. 
 
The old ford truck was repaired.  He got some quotes on a different truck. 
They had to have some repairs made to the leaf machine to the tune of about 
$2,000, but it was worth it.   
 
There was another flood at the Hermance Pavilion of a couple inches, but 
Nothing was damaged. 
 
The north area TIF has been filed and recorded. 
 
Tax phase-in meeting for the elkhart economical development program will 
Be presented tomorrow.  Elkhart County is sponsoring it.  They are a lot of 
Efforts to “sell” businesses on coming to Elkhart County. 
 
There was discussion of what businesses are looking for in a location. 
Wuthrich said that it is location, rail access, toll road access,  water, sewer, 
Etc.  
 
They made a few more pickups of leaves and limbs when the weather allowed. 
 
Meters: a new complete meter is $170.00.  There are about 100 of the old meters 
Still running.  They probably need about 60 of them.  The larger meters are  
About $200.  But as long as they are running, they feel they don’t need to  
Replace them all, since it would be about $20,000. 
 
They got recommendations on a new Plow/Salt/sand truck or a used one, 
About $40 to 45,ooo.  It would have the commercial package already.   
Or a new one $100,000.  Leased used one: 5-year payment lease $45.000 
Or $10,391 a year.  Or $7,800 a year for a seven year one. Financing a new 
One $17,000 a year for seven years.   
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There was discussion about the replacement of the truck and whether 
The 25-year-old truck has problems, although the exhaust system was 
Replaced, the repair may not have solved all the problems. The Council 
Requested that the truck be retired for the season and town manager will 
Advise the employees of that decision. 
 
Wuthrich will ask vendor to check for availability of a used truck with 
The specs required for further consideration by the Council. 
 
Town Clerk Issues: 
Submitted bills for signature approvals by Council, and they approved. 
Clerk furnished a breakdown of the bills be each department so they 
Can tell what part of budget it is coming from. 
 
She provided a list of appropriation transfers that were done to 
Cover funds as necessary.  She asked council to initial the report. 
She presented the $34,750 special appropriation for the Fire Department 
Equipment. Council voted to approve.  
 
Clerk sent letters to wes culver, etc. and got a phone call from Culver 
That he would be glad to meet with the council about the township trustee 
Situation and the golf carts issue.  She said that if the council agrees on 
A meeting date, she will set it up. 
 
Clerk complained to the elkhart truth that bristol was left off the real 
Estate maps on a weekly real estate publication. 
 
A couple looked at the old fire station and are very interested in renting 
It for their awning business.  They are interested in part of the building. 
She asked if the council would consider renting it.   
 
They also discussed discontinuing the set-up and storage of christmas decorations 
At an outside vendor and instead store it in the old fire station.  
They could store it in the one bay used by the Police Department. 
 
Clerk will discuss current utility bill costs with potential tenant to see 
If they still want to consider renting it.  
 
The current write offs for five Water bills are $462.84. Two of the properties 
Have gone to foreclosure. Council approved the write-offs. 
 
There was discussion on the transfer of data for running water/sewer bills 
In the clerk’s office instead of having to transfer the data from the sewer 
Plant computer and then back to the computer at the clerk’s office where the 
Bills are run. 
 
Borden Waste-a-way will be issuing a new trash contract for 2009, since 
The existing contract is very old and rates and numbers of pickups have 
Changed over the years. 
 
Town Attorney:  Glen Duncan asked that the redevelopment commission 
Members Be re-appointed for the current year, if that it was the council 
Wants to do.  Bill Wuthrich, Barb Long and Tom Stutsman were reappointed 
By Tom Stutsman and ann Andre and Kyle Swartz were reappointed by the 
Council.  
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There is an indiana statue that activities of the commission make a report. 
Duncan presented a draft of a report to the council and they approved it. 
 
Council Items:  
 
Dan Watson: No issues 
 
Floyd Lynch: no issues 
 
Barb Long:  No issues 
 
Tom Stutsman:  They discussed the cost of decoration set-up, storage and maintaining 
Which was $800.00 per year, plus $150.00 for tree decorating. The council advised 
That the vendor be told of their intent to store them in old fire station. 
 
He inquired about the status of central purchasing.  Town clerk reported 
That although they had made calls about other vendors, the council did not 
Remember receiving a report on centralizing purchase of paper or computer 
Supplies for the Town.  Clerk will provide a report to council. 
 
Stutsman wanted to have all the information on rainy day fund transfers 
For the next work session. 
 
Performance reviews for 2008 and goals for 2009 should be done in an 
Executive session. They scheduled it for Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 6pm at town hall. 
 
Next Council Work Session on - Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 7:30am at the Town Hall  
- open to the public. 
  
Next Bristol Town Council Meeting - Thursday, Feb. 19. 18, at 7pm at the Town  
Hall - open to the public. 


